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FRED KITCHEN MEMORIAL SEAT'The Ploughman Homeward Plods', 'Settlers in England', 'Brother to the Ox'. How manyof us remember these books by local author Fred Kitchen? Although born inNottinghamshire, for many years of his life Fred was one of the earliest smallholders onOxcroft Estate, later settling in Bolsover on Moor Lane.
A highly successful writer from 1940 when 'Life on the Land' was published through tohis final novels of the 1960’s Fred continued to work on the land until his death, agedseventy eight, in 1969.
A plea by Trevor Marsh to the Civic Society committee to commemorate this now largelyforgotten writer and his Bolsover connections plus an idea by retired designer andSociety member Neal Potter for a Fred Kitchen memorial has resulted in this design fora stone seat incorporating titles from Fred’s books, outside the library of course, whereelse? We now need to take the idea to the County Council for permission to site oncouncil land and bid to the Heritage Lottery for financial support. Early days yet but weare sure members will agree this could be an exciting project.

Forthcoming Society initiatives include investigating the restoration of the Bolsover Colliery Company coal truckoutside the old pit gates on Station Road, the clockmaker’s grave in the Churchyard and the Pearce Family house datestone, High Street. Further details in the next newsletter.
Not forgetting of course the eagle eye your Society constantly maintains on everything which affects our town,making it a better place in which to live.

FUTURE PROJECTS?
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A REVISED TOWN TRAILThe Town Trail, launched in 2011, as part of the Society/Town Council£36,000 successful Leader funded bid has now exhausted its 8000 copies. Aspart of the European money funded ‘Discover Bolsover’ project we have arevised edition on the way. Bernard has slightly updated the text withcontinued use of Geoff Harris’s original photos. Copies will be availablefrom shops in the town, library, parish church, post office etc. as well as thetwo new Information Boards in the Castle Street and Kitchen Croft carparks which have Town Trail dispensers incorporated. Copies will beavailable at future Civic Society events.NEW SOCIETY IMAGECommittee member Andy Thomas who in his day job is adesign architect is working on three new display panels for the Society to be unveiled at the Heritageand History Fair, this year to be held at Barlborough in October.
Meanwhile, another youthful committee member Sarah Bennett spends many hours updating theSociety Facebook site which is proving highly effective in encouraging members and non members tocomment on Society initiatives, News and Events. So, ensure you see us on Facebook.PARISH ROOMS CENTENARYAlthough not a Civic Society event, as a fully paid up supporter of the Parish Roomsproject, we are including the following account by Sue Coulton of the centenarycelebrations.

Celebrations began with a peel of church bells as they did in 1905 for the opening bythe Duke and Duchess of Portland.
The atmosphere was great and we were so lucky to have Mrs Alison Swan Parente tounveil the commemorative montage on behalf of the Portland family. She was acharming lady and fully entered into the spirit of things. Everyone enjoyed sharingtheir memories and these will be on permanent display in the Parish Rooms once ithas been framed. It was a great success.
Left: Mrs Parente, Vicar Rachel Gouldthorpe and Sue Coulton at the opening celebrations
Taking its name from the Civic Society village pump, now undergoing restorationand a new Blue Plaque the former Castle Cards and Gifts shop, Castle Street, is toopen later in the year as the ‘Pump Tea Rooms’. One of Bolsover’s more go aheadretail entrepreneurs Chris Christopher, owner of Bolsover Fruit & Veg, hasambitious plans for the building, which is receiving a full structural and cosmeticmake over. Now all the internal 1970’s modernity has been stripped away revealing18th century stone work, a magnificent fireplace and oak beams it is possible tohave some idea of the building’s potential. This new business will be a real asset tothe town and Chris has great plans for its future. In the absence of any chance of aTourist Information Centre Society members have been discussing with Chris howthe Tea Rooms can best reflect the best of Bolsover.

PUMP TEA ROOMS

Our August Summer Soiree on 20 August.7.00pm at the Jug and Glass, Langwith. Local historian Tony Warrener willgive us an informal talk on old Langwith. The evening costs £15.00 for a three course meal and talk.
The October talk is ‘Stately Homes and Gardens of Derbyshire’ with the November one bringing the ‘Past Lives’ teamback for a nostalgic Bolsover in the 1960’s and 70’s session. Both events include a delicious buffet, so make a date inyour diary. Fuller details on your Annual Programme.
www.bolsovercivicsociety.org.uk

DON’T FORGET...
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Fred Kitchener Permanently Remembered

Spring/Summer 2020

Peter Fidler Celebration Event
AN EVENT was held at Bolsover Library on Saturday 8th February to 
celebrate 250 years of Peter Fidler’s birth in Bolsover. Peter Fidler was 
the Bolsover man who explored and mapped the Canadian wilderness 
in the early 1800s.

  He lived with native Indians and learnt their languages. Peter’s maps 
were used by Lewis and Clark, the first men to cross America. He was 
one of the last to see the great herds of Buffalo on the prairies before 
they were hunted to almost extinction. 

  We learnt about the Bolsover man Peter Fidler, through an exhibition, 
films and talks given by Andy Page. Sarah Page did a fantastic job 
downstairs educating Children about Peter and making Indian chief 
head dresses with them. The Children also did a treasure hunt in the 
Library. The materials for the children’s crafts were donated by Civic 
Society members and people on the Reduce Reuse Recycle Bolsover 
Facebook site. It was much appreciated that Old Bolsover Yard acted 
as our collection point for the craft materials. 

  The exhibition combined the archive kindly lent to Bolsover Civic 
Society by the Fidler family and research by its members. Peter’s 
beautifully written journals were on display for the first time in Bolsover, 
thanks to Fort Dauphin Museum and the Hudson Bay Company 
archive in Canada. Bolsover Civic Society would like to thank Norman 
Fidler who kindly donated the Fidler family archive to the Civic Society 
on the day of the event.
The event was featured on Bolsover TV thanks to Scott Chambers.

SATURDAY 15th 
February the planting 
group posing in the 
rain. The dead tree on 
Cotton Street that was 
removed last year has 
been replaced by a 
new young tree.
Four more trees were 
planted on the grass 
bank at the back of 
Middle Street car 
park.

Thanks to storm 
Dennis they were 
well watered in.

Pictured above, members of the Bolsover Civic Society and friends, tree planting.

A Wet and Windy Tree Planting!

THE CIVIC SOCIETY within the next 
few weeks will unveil its permanent 
memorial to local writer Fred Kitchen.
The memorial seating was designed by 
former committee member and designer 
Neal Potter to reflect the work of Fred 
Kitchen.

  Born in 1890 Fred worked on farms 
as an agricultural labourer. He attended 
Workers Educational Classes and 
took a plot and house on the Oxcroft 
Land Settlement.He began writing 
books;’Brother to the Ox’,’Life on the 
Land’ ‘The Ploughman Homeward Plods’ 
just a few of his titles.

  Fred Kitchen moved to Bolsover as 
gardener at Bolsover School and died in 
1969.

The memorial seating is made in sandstone with end 
panels commemorating Fred’s book titles. Carved by 
local sculptor Andrew Tebbs who designed the Back 
Hills Information panels for the Society it has been paid 
for from S106 funding as part of the Morrisons store 
planning agreement, with additional contributions from 
Derbyshire County Council, Bolsover District Council  Arts

Fund, Bolsover Rotary, writer Stephen Wakelam who 
has dramatised some of Fred’s works and Bolsover 
Civic Society. Old Bolsover Town Council has provided 
assistance with the project and NAL Plant are providing 
foundation base for the seating.
  All members will be invited to the unveiling later this 
Spring.

THE SOCIETY’S ‘Annual 
Big Tidy’ has this year been 
organised by new committee 
member Sarah Harrison-Turner.

If at all possible please support 
this event which really cleans up 
the town. Sarah has recruited 
Boza Youth club, Friends of 
New Bolsover, Bolsover Scouts 
and Cubs. At the end of the 
collection refreshments at the 
Parish Church are on offer.

For further details please see 
the poster to the left.

Please Join Us!

Big Tidy
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  The well dressing was constructed by members of 
the community who were encouraged to get involved 
alongside the Flower Festival held at the Parish 
Church on the 13th July 2019. It was then displayed 
behind the railings at Bolsover Town Hall.

  The theme of the flower festival being ‘Celebrations’, 
the subject of the well dressing was 40 years of 
Bolsover Civic Society. Forty flowers represented 
the forty years and also represent the Civic Society’s 
involvement in Bolsover in Bloom.

  The Society would like to thank T Whapplington 
Fuels, Stanfree for the kind donation of the coal used 
and to Tesco for the donation of a food voucher to 
purchase materials and equipment.

  Andrew Buck donated the timber materials and made 
the well dressing frame and Bolsover Parish Church 
allowed the well dressing to be made in the church 
grounds. Clowne Arc also kindly provided some 
materials. A big thank you goes to the many individuals 
from Bolsover who contributed.

THE SOCIETY has many reclaimed items 
from the exterior of Sherwood Lodge. NAL 
Plant and local conservation builder Phil 

Turton retrieved much of it on behalf of the 
Society before the site was cleared

for Morrisons.
  Phil has worked out designs based on the 
carved stonework we have saved with the 

aim of commemorating previous uses of the 
site; Kitchen Croft as an early pottery and 

Sherwood lodge itself.

The next stage is raising the funding
for the project, but never daunted,

we will get there!

Sherwood Lodge Salvage

Bernard and Michele Longden from 
NAL Plant. Phil Turton retrieveing stonework.

Dennis Ransby
THE SOCIETY has remembered Dennis 
Ransby, long time committee member 
who was the inspiration behind Bolsover 
in Bloom, with a plaque erected on the 
pit truck restored by the Society a couple 
of years ago. Janet Woodhead sourced 
the supplier with instructions that it should 
include Dennis’s favourite snail design. 
Beryl Ransby approved and Andrew 
Buck ensured it fitted firmly.

This Planting is in
memory of

DENNIS RANSBY
and his work with
Bolsover in Bloom

Get Festive
ONCE AGAIN committee 
member and former  Civic 
Society Chair Anne Joyce 
gamely offered to design 
and build the Society’s  
Parish Church Flower 
Festival contribution.

The theme in 2019 was 
‘Celebrations’ and Anne 
celebrated in style with
 ’40 Years of Bolsover 
Civic Society’, using 
masses of red flowers.

Stratton Memorial
Garden
NOW MORRISONS is here Stratton 
Memorial Garden has become a rather 
lost and forlorn area of the town. Five years 
ago Chris Christopher of ‘The Pump’ and 
‘Bolsover Fruit and Veg’ listed the garden 
with the District Council as a ‘Community 
Asset’. The garden commemorates Dr. 
Stratton who served the town for many 
years in the early 20th century. He formed 
and conducted the Bolsover Orchestral 
Society, dying tragically by falling down an 
air raid shelter in his Langwith Road garden. 
He is remembered by Stratton Road.

  The former drive to Sherwood lodge and 
the tree copse to the rear of the Methodist 
Church is to be gifted by Morrisons to the 
Town Council although Stratton garden 
remains the property of the District Council. 
Perhaps one possibility is for a ‘Friends of 
Stratton Garden’ to be formed in conjunction 
with the site owners.

Any volunteers?

Bolsover
 Well 

Dressing

BOLSOVER’S last 
well dressing was 
held in 2004 and 
so Bolsover Civic 
Society thought it 
would be a nice idea 
to revive the tradition 
again.

Bolsover Civic 
Society are planning 
a Well Dressing for 
2020, to coincide with 
Bolsover In Bloom and 
also the Parish Church 
Flower Festival. It will 
again be a community 

THANKS to Kevin Bennett we have a smart new fresh looking 
website which is linked with our facebook page run by Sarah. This 
year we purchased some software that allows the photos put on 

facebook to be shared with our website keeping it up to date
with current events.

  Two other innovations that will be linked to our facebook
page are being able to book tickets for our events online, via 

ticketsource and being able to renew membership by
direct debit using gocardless.

bolsovercivicsociety.org.uk.


